Rural Alaska Home Modification Programs (Continued)
 RURAL ALASKA HOME MODIFICATION RESOURCES

Home modifications that relate to barrier free access for people with disabilities may include:

wheelchair or snowgo ramps, wider doorways, tub access, roll-in showers, grab bars, etc.
	
Program Name/


Administrating Organizations
	“INDIVIDUAL” Eligibility
	Funding Available
	Service Area

	Medicaid CHOICE Waiver

OA – Older Alaskans

APD – Adults with Physical Disabilities

DD – Developmentally Disabled

CCMC – Children with Medically Complex Medical Conditions
Contact:
Regional Tribal Health Program
	Who Can Apply:  Care Coordinators with Tribal Health programs on behalf of people with disabilities.
Medicaid eligible recipients.  Available to individuals who meet an institutional level of care and live in their homes.  Waiver services must be initiated through a Care Coordinator.  Requires 3 bids from licensed, bonded, and insured environmental modification providers (general contractors) with the State of Alaska.  
	Up to $10,000 plus costs for freight is available over a 3-year period for an owner-occupied or leased residence.  Modifications may not increase square footage of the property and must relate to an individuals disability.  
	Statewide

	AHFC Senior Access Program 

Contact:  AHFC - Collette Slover, 330-8275
Rural CAP – Ralph Lee, 1-800-478-7227;    
AKCDC  - Lori Tice, 1-800-478-8080, 
                                  ext. 102;
   Frbks Neighborhood Hsg. – Laura Burke,
                                                   451-7230.

	Who Can Apply:  Individuals 60+ years of age who fall within specific income guidelines set under program. Done by community where weatherization is also being done.

	$10,000 limit to build ramps and do home modifications for accessibility.
	Check Statewide by Region 


	Independent Living Programs
Contact:

Access Alaska, Anchorage, Frbks & 

    Wasilla;

Arctic Access, Kotzebue & Nome;

South East Alaska Independent Living 

   (SAIL), Juneau, Ketchikan, Sitka;

Kenai Peninsula Independent Living

    (KPILC), Homer, Seward, Soldotna.
	Who Can Apply:  Individuals with disabilities

Provides supplemental grant funding towards home modifications for a person with a disability to improve accessibility to their residence.  

	Limited funding.  Projects subject to multiple funding sources needed, dependent upon total project cost.  Applicant’s level of financial ability may be considered. 
	Statewide

	Tribal Vocational Rehabilitation (121’s) 

Contact:

Regional Health Corporations,  

State Division of Vocational Rehabilitation

Contact:

Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau & Kenai offices

	Who Can Apply:  Individual with a disability who is interested in employment or seeking a vocational goal.  TVR only covers Alaska Natives.  

May authorize, as an assistive technology need, home modification services for an individual that is pursuing employment.  Home modifications are a supportive service and it must be directly related to a vocational goal in the consumer’s Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE).  
	Dependent upon VR Counselors assessment with consumer.  Three bids are required for bids in excess of $1,000.01.
	Statewide & Regional Corporations

	Veterans Administration

Vocational Rehabilitation Program

Contact:  Rodney
                 257-4770
	Who Can Apply:  Veterans with a service-connected disability interested in employment or seeking a vocational goal.
	
	Statewide

	USDA Rural Development Home Improvement/Repair Loans & Grants


	Who Can Apply:  Individuals

Borrowers must be:
A very low-income household; 

unable to obtain financial assistance from other sources and lack personal resources,

own and occupy a single family dwelling in need of repair and is located in a rural area 

have financial ability to assume a loan and have a credit history which indicates willingness and ability to meet obligations.

Eligible projects include:  barrier free accessibility for people with disability; 
	(Loans = up to $20K for 20 years @ 1% interest.  May be used for ramps and bath-room modifications. 

(Grants = $7,500 which is subject to repayment if property is sold within 3 years of grant approval.  

Available for people age 62+ who can’t afford to repay a loan, can be used for ramps and bathroom mods.
	Loans and grants are available to eligible rural areas outside the Municipality of Anchorage, the City & Borough of Juneau, and the City of Fairbanks

	Veterans Administration

Home Improvement Structural Alterations (HISA) Grant - 

Contact:  Tanya McPherson
                 257-4930


	Who Can Apply:   Veterans
Must complete application and have VA documentation/doctor’s order.  Must get estimate from licensed & bonded vendor, register w/ www.ccr.gov & present Tax ID#.  
	$1,200 non-service connected; $4,100 service-connected 
	Statewide

	Veterans Administration 

Loan Guarantee Program

Contact:  Richard Rodriguez

                 257-4745
	Who Can Apply:  Veterans who have a high service-connected disability (100% disability determination & rated as eligible to apply).  Funding is available to purchase an accessible home or make modifications.
	Currently grant up to $60,000; to purchase home that is accessible or rehab existing home
	Statewide

	Housing Preservation Programs

Contact:  Ralph Lee or Mark Lyman
                 RuralCAP, 731 E. 8th Avenue

                 Anchorage,  AK  99501 

                 1-800-478-7227 or 279-2511;

and some Regional Housing Authorities and Native Corporations 
	Who Can Apply:  Very low and low-income rural individuals and families who are homeowners and need resources to bring their housing up to code standards, rental property owners, or co-ops to pay any part of the cost for repair or rehabilitation of structures.

Matches funds through USDA and AHFC.
	Make use of and leverage other available housing programs for very low and low-income rural residents to bring their dwellings up to development standards. .


	Regional Option

	Housing Improvement Programs (HIP)

Contact:  Regional Native Corporations
IRA’s may be directly funded by BIA; contact each community IRA and state your need.


	Who Can Apply:  Native Corporation, IRA or Traditional Council on behalf of their community members.

Provides renovation of substandard housing and construction of new housing for very low income households who are eligible applicants with the greatest need, using the guidelines provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs and their selection criteria. 

	Limited funds available through native corporations for new home construction or rehabilitation depending on corporation priorities.
	Statewide by Region

	Native American Housing Assistance and Self Determination Act (NAHASDA)

 
	Who Can Apply:  Housing Authorities or IRAs receive funding to address their goals as identified by the communities they serve.  Individuals and communities apply directly to a housing authority or IRA for home modifications and rehabilitation.  Families must be low income eligible.


	These block grants to be used for development, rehabilitation, housing support services, such as counseling or loan processing, and to initiate model housing programs

	Statewide

	
Program Name/


Administrating Organizations
	
ORGANIZATIONS’ Eligibility
	Funding Available
	Service Area

	Alaska Housing Finance Corporation

(NAHASDA Supplemental Funding)

Contact:  Regional Housing Authorities or Village IRA’s
AHFC, Esther Combs, 330-8100
	Who Can Apply:  Housing Authorities apply to AHFC for new homes.

State supplemental fund for rural water, sewer, electricity, roads and energy efficiency which frees up NAHASDA funds for home modifications


	Second largest state fund next to permanent fund
	Statewide

	State Dept. Health & Social Services (DHSS) 

Contact:  Jennifer Klein

                 (907) 465-1871

	Who Can Apply: Housing Authorities, municipality, school districts, and non-profits can submit proposals for home modification grant funding; RFP should be available April 2009.  Applying organizations would act as a broker for individuals.  Recipients of home modifications are intended for people with special needs, allowing them to remain in their homes and potentially reducing the cost of providing supported housing, regardless of whether they own or rent or with whom they live.  

Projects may include widening doorways, remodeling bathrooms/bedrooms, installing ramps, adding bathrooms and bedrooms and related equipment.
	RFP planned for release in Spring 09.  An estimate of $1,457,000 may be available.  RFP will be available on the DHSS website under Public Notices.  


	Statewide

	Community Block Grants 
Contact:  Jill Davis, St. of AK, Dept. of Commerce, Community & Econ. Dev. 

                                  451-2717

	Who Can Apply:  Any incorporated city or borough within AK addressing the need “to make essential improvements, including … improvements necessary to permit use by persons with disabilities” that is outside of Anchorage.   Any home owner or renter with a disability can receive these funds.  Funds can be allocated and used to implement or expand existing home accessibility programs.  On public facilities but not private homes.
	$2.5 million worth of block grants!!!


	Regional or community option

	Housing Preservation Grants

Contact:  Deb Davis 
                 USDA Rural Development

                 907-761-7705 


	Who Can Apply:  Housing Authorities or other organizations can apply for this funding.  NOFA available in Federal Register each December and let out in May of each year.
Very low and low-income rural individuals and families who are homeowners and need resources to bring their housing up to code standards, rental property owners, or co-ops to pay any part of the cost for repair or rehabilitation of structures
	Intended to make use of and leverage other available housing programs which provide resources to very low and low-income rural residents to bring their dwellings up to development standards accomplished through the establishment of repair/ rehabilitation, projects run by eligible applicants.

	Regional Option
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